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	 We’ve all heard about recycling.  We know it’s a smart idea...and we include the opportunity to recycle 
every week in connection with trash removal.  But are we participating enough to have a significant impact on  
reducing manufacturing pollutants and saving energy?  
	 Successful recycling, in the simplest terms, is a loop -- one that begins and ends with you.  Without 
recycling programs, unnecessary waste is added to our landfills, and landfills are not designed to decompose 
trash -- only to bury it.   Constantly adding to our landfills is a sure guarantee that we will need more of them.  
Because no one wants one near their home, trash will need to be hauled greater distances…and that means 
increased garbage collection costs...which doesn’t appeal to anyone.
             So, what can be placed in your curbside bins and recycled ?	
  Paper Products:  includes newspaper, white copy paper, green/white 
ledger paper, manila file folders, cardboard, magazines, catalogs, tele-
phone books, books and junk mail.  Fact:  Each ton of recycled 
paper can save 17 trees, 380 gallons of oil, three cubic yards of 
landfill space, 4000 kilowatts of energy and 7000 gallons of wa-ter.  
It’s extremely important to remember to recycle as many forms  
of paper as possible.  Cans, plastics and glasses are each less 
than 10% of household waste.  We throw away four times that 
much paper.
  Plastics: There is a number on the bottom of plastic bottles 
that signifies what type of plastic was used to make it, and indi-
cates if it is recyclable.  The most common 
numbers are #1 -- PET plastic (milk jugs, detergent bottles); 
#2 -- HDPE plastic (food packaging, soda bottles) and film 
plastic (LDPE plastic) used in grocery bags or shrink wrap.    
  Metals and Cans :  includes aluminum and clean food cans (no lids).

      Please contact Royal Disposal (713-526-1536) for information about disposal of:
  Automotive oils and other liquids:  includes cooking oils (liquids only), motor oil and liquid
     auto lubricants, oil filters, antifreeze, and printer and ink cartridges.
  Tires, Electronics (computers, monitors, printers, all re-chargeable batteries)
  Large Household Appliances (washers, driers, refrigerators, etc.)

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection Program
	 Harris County holds approximately ten one-day drop-off events for household hazardous waste each 
year, and are typically held during the spring and fall. Accepted HHW items include:  paints and stains, paint 
thinners and strippers, household cleaners, household chemicals, fertilizers and lawn chemicals, aerosol products,  
pesticides and herbicides, pool chemicals, fluorescent light bulbs, gasoline and other flammable liquids. Some 
restrictions asnd limitations apply so visit http://cleanwaterways.org/hhw/collection.html for more specific 
information, times, dates and location details.

Does recycling really make a difference?
	 You better believe it.  Consider this:  We use over 80 BILLION aluminum soda cans every year, but  
because so many are recycled, aluminum cans account for less than 1% of the total U.S. waste stream (according  
to EPA estimates).  Look for the recycled symbol on items you purchase.  You CAN make a difference! 

RECYCLING:  IT DOESN’T WORK WITHOUT YOU
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What is a backflow prevention device and why do you need one?
	 If you have a swimming pool and/or an irrigation sys-
tem for your yard, you should have a backflow prevention 
device -- like the one to the right --  nearby.  Most people 
probably have no idea what the pipes and valves are for, 
and  unless they were told during the installation of the pool 
or sprinklers, they wouldn’t know that this equipment plays a 
critical role  in protecting  your home’s potable water system 
from contamination.
	 Backflow may occur in the event of either backsipho-
nage or backpressure. Backsiphonage can happen when the 
pressure in the distribution system drops, drawing water from 
the consumer’s plumbing  back into it. Pressure drops might 
occur in the event of a line break, or high water demand such 
as fighting a fire nearby.  Backpressure can cause backflow 
when a potable water system is connected to another system that operates at a higher pressure...such as an 
irrigation system.
	 Water distribution systems are designed to have the water flow from the water treatment plant to the 
consumer, but whenever a cross-connection in a plumbing system takes place (when the potable water sup-
ply is connected to a non-potable source) contamination can occur if not protected.  If a plumbing system is 
modified, there is potential to create cross-connections.
	 So, what’s the danger?  First of all, your yard and landscaped areas are full of potentially nasty things 
that you don’t want in your drinking water....like pesticides, fertilizers and animal waste.  If your pool or 
irrigation systems are not properly installed and protected with these devices, your system is vulnerable to 
backflow.  Most of the time, the pressure in the system will keep the water from flowing backwards, but as 
mentioned earlier, a sudden pressure drop caused by a firetruck, or if the lines are shut down to repair a 
broken pipe, can trigger a backflow situation in surrounding neighborhoods.
	 Still not convinced?  Here’s an experiment you can do yourself.  Turn off the water valve leading to 
your house.  Next, turn on a faucet in the kitchen or downstairs bathroom.  Then go to a higher level in the 
house and turn on another faucet.  You will hear air being sucked into the higher faucet.  You just created 
backflow in your plumbing system.  Not too difficult to do, right?
	 Backflow prevention devices protect all of us from the possibility of contaminents entering our drink-
ing water system.  If you have not had yours inspected for proper operation, you may wish to call a liscened 
irrigator to inspect it to confirm that it is working properly.  Safety in our drinking water system is an important 
responsibility that we all share. 
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